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SUPERINTENDENT JOHN PATRICK WATSON - RETIREMENT 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.51 pm]:  Superintendent John Patrick Watson, APM, will retire from the 
Western Australia Police Service on 4 July after 35 years’ service.  “Watto”, as he is affectionately called by all, 
has had an outstanding career, starting at the Police Academy in Maylands in 1970.  From there, John worked in 
the Perth traffic branch, at Leonora and Quairading, as an investigator with the Kalgoorlie gold stealing squad, as 
an original member of the 79th division, and as officer in charge of counterintelligence and protective services.  
He looked after Pope John Paul II when he came to Australia, and it was rumoured that the Pope kissed John’s 
hand.  “Watto” also worked as superintendent in Bunbury and finally in Albany.  John’s style of policing has 
always been out front and it sometimes caused him to step on toes, but he always put public safety and his staff 
first.  He raised the public profile of, and public confidence in, the Western Australia Police Service wherever he 
went, and no challenge was too great.  John received the Australian Police Medal in 1995.  John is also a life 
member of the Western Australian Amateur Football League and the Carlisle Amateur Football Club.  He 
introduced police fisheries shire ranger patrols in the south west and great southern.  When researching John’s 
career, I asked him for some information, and he sent me 20 pages plus a photo - he is a very shy man!  Albany 
was always going to be too small for two Watsons, and I always told John that I would survive him.  All in my 
region wish John and Lorraine all the best for their future.   

One Watson leaves and another arrives: Amelie Suzanne Watson arrived at seven pounds, six ounces on 21 June, 
and mum, Sarah, and daughter are both well, and the grandparents are over the moon.  Here is another member 
of the Collingwood army! 
 


